
 

Prof. David Enoch studied law and philosophy in Tel Aviv University, and then pursued a 

PhD in philosophy at NYU. He graduated in 2003, and in that year was appointed as faculty 

member at the Hebrew University, on a joint appointment in the Faculty of Law and the 

philosophy department (in the Faculty of Humanities). Today he is a full professor at the 

Hebrew University, and he’s also serving as chair of the philosophy department.  

Enoch writes mostly in moral, political, and legal philosophy. His main are of expertise is 

metaethics, the part of moral philosophy that asks not the moral questions themselves (How 

should we act? What duties do we have? What makes someone’s life go better?) but questions 

about these questions and their answers, questions like: What is the meaning of moral 

concepts? Are there moral truths, and if so, what is their nature? Are there moral facts, and if 

so, what kind of facts are they? Is morality objective, and what’s the relevant sense of 

objectivity? Are moral truths knowable, and if so how? In metaethics, Enoch has defended – 

first, in a series of papers (like “Why Idealize”, in Ethics, and “Agency, Shmagency”, in 

Philosophical Review) and more recently in his book Taking Morality Seriously: A Defense of 

Robust Realism (Oxford University Press, 2011) – a strongly realist view according to which 

there are objective, necessary, moral truths, truths that when successful in our moral inquiries 

we discover rather than create or construct.  

In the philosophy of law, Enoch wrote on the duty to obey the law, on the normativity of law 

(“Reason-Giving and the Law”, Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Law), and on the nature 

of authority (“Authority and Reason-Giving”, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research). 

Sometimes Enoch writes also in epistemology, for instance on the epistemology of peer 

disagreement (“Not Just a Truthometer”, Mind).  

Among the awards Enoch has one are a Fulbright grant, a Lady Davis fellowship, the Zeltner 

prize for young legal scholar, the Cheshin prize for young legal scholar, the Ben Porath prize 

for young scholar, grants of the Israeli Science Foundation, and the Bruno award.  
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