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at the Scholion Institute for Judaic Studies at The Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem, he was awarded the Alon Prize. He joined the staff of Tel Aviv 

University as a senior lecturer in the same year and became an associate 

professor in 2011. 

 

Rosen-Zvi’s dissertation on the Tannaitic Sotah ritual led him to examine the 

establishment of gender identities in post biblical literature. He published 

several articles on the subject, including “Bilhah the Temptress: The 

Testament of Reuben and the ‘Birth of Sexuality’” (Jewish Quarterly Review, 

96: 65–94 (2006)). From questions relating to gender and sexuality in 

talmudic literature he moved to examining the establishment of identities 

and the perception of “self” in the ancient world in general. His research 

into the birth of the concept of the “evil inclination” in ancient Jewish 

literature culminated in his book Demonic Desires: "Yetzer Hara" and the  

Problem of Evil in Late Antiquity (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 

Press, 2011). In this work, Prof. Rosen-Zvi argues that our demonic desires 

do not express sexual desires, nor do they relate to intellectual control over 

bodily passions in the Platonic style, as researchers previously believed. 

Rather, rabbinic YETZER is a demon that has been internalized, and should 

thus be interpreted in the context of the history of Ancient demonology. 

 

Prof. Rosen-Zvi’s research on the Talmudic anthropology is presented 

in his book Body and Spirit in Ancient Judaism (Tel Aviv: Modan, 2012). 

More recently, he has begun to examine the issue of collective identities 

and specifically with the question how the category “goy” (gentile) was 

established in ancient Judaism, and he is presently working on a monograph 

on this subject with Prof. Adi Ophir. Their initial findings were published 

in their article “Goy: Toward a Genealogy” (Dine Israel, 28: 69–122 (2011). 

 

In 2009 Prof. Rosen-Zvi was awarded a grant by the Israel Science 

Foundation for his work on the terminology of rabbinic midrash. His 

article “Terminology and its Discontents: Towards a Hermeneutic Lexicon 

of Midrashic Terminology,” is forthcoming in Jewish Studies. Also of note 



in this context is the afterword he wrote for the Hebrew edition of Daniel 

Boyarin’s Intertextuality and the Reading of Midrash (Jerusalem: Shalom Hartman 

Institute–Keter, 2011, 273–286). Prof. Rosen-Zvi’s article “Who Will Uncover 

the Dust from Your Eyes? Mishnah Sotah 5 and Rabbi Akiva’s Midrash” (Tarbiz, 

75: 1–31 (2006)) discuss the complex relationship between Mishna and 

midrash. A summary of his research on the unique, revolutionary nature of 

the Mishna will appear in his forthcoming Introduction to the Mishna, in the 

series “Between the Bible and the Mishna” published by Yad Ben-Zvi. 


