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Prof. Jennifer Oser is an associate professor in the Department of Politics and Government
at Ben-Gurion University in Israel. She completed her Ph.D. at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem in Israel, and has conducted research as a Visiting Research Fellow at Harvard
University and at the University of Pennsylvania.

Oser’s agenda focuses on the relationships between public opinion, political participation,
and political outcomes. Specific research topics within this broad agenda include studies
on participatory inequality, citizenship norms and values, digital political participation,
and the linkage mechanisms between citizen participation and policymaking. The
geographic scope of this research is broadly comparative, with specific focus on political
processes in the United States, Israel, and Europe.

The main current focus of Oser’s research is a project on “Participation and Representation
in the Digital Age,” which is funded through an ERC Starting Grant (2023-2028), in addition
to other funding sources. This project is motivated by attention to a global trend that has
emerged in patterns of political participation in the past few decades. While voting has
declined, non-electoral participation (like protest, and digital activism) has increased. A
main concern is that these trends may lead to unequal representation. The project combines
multiple research methods — including observational data analysis, cross-national
qualitative fieldwork, and experimental research — to identify mechanisms that can reduce
inequalities in political participation and democratic representation.
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