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I am a historian of the Christian society in medieval Western Europe, focusing on
intellectual and cultural history, especially history of thinking. In my dissertation, written
in Tel Aviv University, I reconstructed the discourse on different sorts of cognition and
ecstatic knowledge of a group of early thirteenth century masters in the faculty of
theology, the university of Paris. This research involved diving into a mass of poorly
studied theological materials, most of it in manuscript, and the attempt to analyze it not
only in the framework of a narrow history of ideas, but in light of cultural tensions
regarding the place of academic knowledge in society, competing agents of knowledge,
professionalism and authority. This research matured into my first book, Ecstasy in the
Classroom: Trance, Self and the Academic Profession in Medieval Paris (Fordham
University Press).

My second research project began during my postdoctoral stay as a Rothschild fellow in
the IRHT-CNRS, Paris. It described, mapped and analyzed the habit of thinking-while-
drawing diagrams in university manuscripts, during the years 1200-1500. I gathered
hundreds of horizontal tree diagrams drawn by masters and students of different faculties
in the margins of their textbooks. I combined in this research insights from linguistics,
cognitive psychology, and infographics with paleographic and codicological analysis,
qualitative and quantitative methods. The results of this project were published in my
second book, Lines of Thought: Branching diagrams and the medieval mind (University
of Chicago Press).



My current project continues thinking about cognitive history, studying analogical
mapping in the public sphere, mostly in semi-academic situations, in sermons and courtly
games between 1150 to 1450, and in allegory as a cultural strategy.

Since I joined the history department in the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 2014, 1
teach diverse courses in medieval history, from music and theatre, through monks and
knights to my beloved Paris. As an MA student I translated from Latin Ufopiaby Thomas
More (Resling publishers); During my sabbatical year I Translated from Middle French
the 13" century musical play “Robin and Marion” by Adam de la Halle (Free Online
edition); and I have been running a translation blog of Thomas Aquinas’ Theological
Summa for several years now.



